Report of the Nationel Urban League Conference 
Golunbus, Ohio, September 27 + October 4, 1944 


By Rey Sorris 


AS @ newcomer to the Urban League, the Annual senf rene of 
of the dat lone Urban League in Columbus, Ohie, September 28 
through October 4th, was of inestimable value. It provided 8 
deep resovoir of knowl 


tial 
Bis role seamed 
to be that of careful listening, questioning, and some contribution 
with respect to problems wo: on by Urban League affiliates 
all over the the 1 attracting his 
deeper interest were not all primarily within the usual progran 
of an industrial Secretarys ie feels that, there is a distinct 
* 1 ts and the morale 


an ua 
of a workeregroup, and every major problem of the comm ty that 
affecte then, Therefore, he relished the unique opportunity to 
learn what has been done, is being done, and is to be done in 
many Communities having problens similar te problems faced in 
Newark, New Jersey. 


The first open meeting on the evening of the opening day 
drought welocmes and one age id those pyrene ge and helped 
0 3 


erase it this Conference 
Was not one of very great moment. A telegram from the President 
of the United States, as follows; 1 send to the 
National Urban League on the occasion of its third waretine 
conference. N we are one year success synbolized 
by your slogan, ‘Vi Unity, 1 am hi to assure 
you that the efforts we have made for in war must be 


this nation ond ite promise for us all." « Prankid: 
Roosevelt. 


during the 88 x rticular st what 

ars, ng pa: ar ress on 

Gceurred since zs Beossvalt Legge Paeeidente 72. siden 

said, “Righty years ago, after the Civil War, the Union States 
nd have p. and other 


t repeal and 
oe ineffective. In the last five years, 
have been revived and effectively used by the — — 
of ce, particularly for the protection of and the 
test cases that have gone to the eme Court 1 ite that the 
federal law 3 N. with constantly increasing success." He 


stated . of 1 p. 
of the civil rights of Negroes depends largely upon local public 
pinion, 


The very first ion of the "Living Togeth 


ur. Re Rubin, Vice President, ss gg oy 9 Company, 
was one of three persons whe addressed the . — lie 
Teleted soa techni of the his pany hes 
used in om end and the there * 
national “Melting Company is one of the outstanding Mes of 
and successful — and oh of Negro and white workers. 


of ding 
C . particular legre was 
eapable of acquiring and wished to acquires This has served to 
counteract the inequities in skilis possed by 9 tage and white 
workers in the company's employ. 


The * Council was a N ground for 
particular problems faced by Industrial sssrot artes in their 
local communities, It was in the two sessions of this council that 
1 worker was able to contribute most. Techniques used here in 
area were related and our analysis of these techniques 
— ö be used in other offices. 


The fifth session babs out a great deal of discussion 


ee and whether the Urban League should endorse 
stand teken 8 Unions more 2 special treatment should be 
- since they have not had access to 


enough to acquire enough seniority to be in 
fair — fect with oes for postewar jobs. pty Bath ere 
tin by = pros — 
of this matter, and he 8 that there should certainly be 
unanimity of opinion of the Newark Urban N about ite 


Significant in the address of Administrator John 3. 6 
Jr., of the Hat ions Housing Agency, was his assertion that 
* privatelyefinanced accomodations for nonewhite nig 2111 

available under the mate war housing progra. As of 

e he said, 4,800 of these had been completed and — 5 rly 
10,000 others were under construction. He stated, “These 
good size figures, but they are not a drop in the bucket — 
to the mount needed in the days ahead. important thing is 
that private finencing of housing available for Negroes has not 
been = ided in the past - but an entering wedge has been driven 
at laste 


total ced part of the war housing program - had 
made available to Negroes, 83 4 for fenilies, 
r. Blunford was bombarded with questions about (1) the mate 
reluctance to hold fim when the percentage of sp: 


by 
of men in the service 9 Tarte — Herten by moving 
nearer the service man, or are in need of additional facilities 
as d result of births. The answers to Rong problems 22 5524. 
will have to begin at the local level sine force their way upwa: 


